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Prologue: DIMAG  and the Cloud ?  

 

Sometimes the sky is full of clouds, even in Baden-Württemberg 
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Prologue: DIMAG  and the Cloud ?  

 

Sometimes the sky is full of clouds, even in Baden-Württemberg 

 

But you will not find DIMAG in a cloud 
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Das Landesarchiv (The State Archives of)  Baden-Württemberg 

GLA Karlsruhe 

HZA Neuenstein 
StA Wertheim 

HStA Stuttgart 

StA Ludwigsburg 

StA Freiburg 

StA Sigmaringen 

GBZA Kornwestheim 

  

Präsident/ 
Verwaltung/Fachprogramme 

StA Wertheim 



 

What is DIMAG?  
 

DIMAG = Digitales Magazin (digital repository) 

 

2006 – 2009: Initial project to develop the 
 DIMAG software 
• financed by the State of Baden-Württemberg‘s Ministry of Science  

• budget of 650,000 Euros 

• staff members: two archivists, one IT expert 

• used existing open source  software while also producing new open source 
 software (Ingest-List) 
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What is DILA?   

DILA = Digitales Landesarchiv 

 

2010: Establishment of the Digital State Archives  
• Concept of the Digital State Archives approved by the 
 government of Baden-Württemberg  

• 8 new positions für archivists and IT experts 
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What is DILA? (cont.)  

•  For all kinds of digital objects: files, databases, websites, 
 audiovisual material, social media 

• standards: OAIS, PREMIS, METS, ISAD(G), EAD  

 

• Many provenances (administrative agencies and private 
 institutions/persons) 

• 211 million datasets; 2,600 GB 

• corresponding to 50,000 linear metres on paper (01.01.2016) 

 

• http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/web/50811 
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Examples of digital objects in DIMAG 
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 Strategy  

The State Archives of Baden-Württemberg  

in the Digital World (2007)  

 

1. Improvement of access to archival material 

2. Integration of traditional and digital material  

3. Preservation of traditional and digital archival material  

4. Efficiency and sustainability in the fields of born-digital  

 material and digitisation 

1. Open access to archival material 
 

 

http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/sixcms/media.php/120/43034/Digistrategie_labw2007web.pdf;   Archivar  61 (2008)1, 14-19 
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• Baden-Württemberg 

• Hessen 

• Bayern 

• DAN (interested: Hamburg, Schleswig-
Holstein, Niedersachsen, Bremen, 
Mecklenburg-Vorpormmern, Sachsen-
Anhalt) 
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Cooperation and collaboration:  
the DIMAG-Network 



 

 It all started in Baden-Württemberg  

 

• 2010: Cooperation with the State Archives of Hesse  

• 2012: Contract between the State Archives of Baden-
 Württemberg,  Hesse and Bavaria   

• 2014: First contract with DAN (Digital Archives of the North)  

• 2015/2016: Contracts with local archives in Baden-Württemberg 

  

• ongoing negotiations with more potential partners 
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Policy 

 

German and English Proverb:  

There‘s no need to reinvent the wheel 
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Policy emphases 

 

•  Sharing costs  with partners 

•  Independence from commercial products 

•  Ability to carry out ad-hoc development to meet specific 
 requirements and needs as they appear 

•  Building a position of strength vis-à-vis records-creating  

 agencies and institutions   

 

• Sharing knowledge with partners 

• Creating a framework for professional discussions with partners 
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Professional aspects  

   

• Continuous dialogue between many partners about 
 archiving digital objects   

• Sharing experience concerning appraisal and selection,    
 particularly regarding the following principles 

• integration of analogue and digital objects 

• cooperation in appraisal between different institutions 
 (Überlieferungsbildung im Verbund) 

• Finding solutions in cooperation with records creators 
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DIMAG 
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IngestList 

Ingest Tool 

Access Tool 

Minor Tools 

EAD 



AIP-Concept 1 
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1 Tif File 1 XML File 

1 Hash File 1 Hash File 

1 XML File (Representation) 

1 XML File (Intellectual Entity) 

XML Files (ISAD(G)-Description Levels) 

Internal Documentation Area Online Documentation 



AIP-Concept 2 
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23 Files in  7 File Formats 23 XML Files 

23 Hash Files 23 Hash Files 

1 XML File (Representation) 

1 XML File (Intellectual Entity) 

XML Files (ISAD(G)-Description Levels) 

Internal Documentation Area Online Documentation 



Basic-Module 
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IngestList 

Robert Kretzschmar, Christian Keitel - DIMAG  19 



Ingest-Tool: Metadata Mappping 
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Ingest-Tool: Packaging of AIP 
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Access Tool 1 
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Access Tool 2 
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 Outlook 
  

 

• Improvement of the DIMAG system 

• Diversification of ingest paths and tools 

• Preservation planning: Reconciliation of archiving 
 concepts with IT 

• Consolidation and advancement of our 
 collaborations 

• Do the right thing (archiving) 

• Learning, learning, learning… 
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